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1 January 1973: Britain enters Europe

Britain becomes a member of the European Community

uardian Research Department,

without
the fireworks

By DAVID McKIE and DENNIS BARKER

Britain passed peacefully into Europe at midnight last night

without any special celebrations. It.was difficult to tell that anything

+ of importarice had occurred, and a date which will be entered in the
history books as long as histories of Britain are written, was taken
by most people as a matter of course.

The principal party political figures maintained their Familiar postures of hope
and optimism or head-shaking despair. Mr- Heath was starting back from Ottawa,
where ‘he had gone for the funeral of Mr Lester Pearson, at about the time that
Britain, along with Denmark and Ireland, officially hecame members of the European

" Community.

Click on the article to read the full report.
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Britain became a fully fledged member of the European Economic Community in 1973, after
failed attempts in 1963 and 1967.

Eve of Triumph: Mr George Thomson (lcft), one of Britain's tﬁo Enropean Comunls-
sloners, with Br Duncan Sandys—who hecomes a Compsnion of Homour in today's
honours Hst—eelebrating eniry into Rurepe at a forehlight rally in London last night._

Click on the photograph above to read Terry Coleman’s interview with Maurice Schumann.

Since you’re here ...

... we have a small favour to ask. More people are reading the Guardian than ever but
advertising revenues across the media are falling fast. And unlike many news organisations,
we haven’t put up a paywall - we want to keep our journalism as open as we can. So you can
see why we need to ask for your help. The Guardian’s independent, investigative journalism
takes alot of time, money and hard work to produce. But we do it because we believe our
perspective matters - because it might well be your perspective, too.

High quality journalism is essential intellectual nourishment. The generosity of providing such
a service without a paywall deserves recognition and support Giacomo P, Italy

I’ve been enjoying the Guardian’s top-quality journalism for several years now. Today, when so
much seems to be going wrong in the world, the Guardian is working hard to confront and
challenge those in power. I want to support that Robb H, Canada

I appreciate there not being a paywall: it is more democratic for the media to be available for all
and not a commodity to be purchased by a few. ’m happy to make a contribution so others
with less means still have access to information. Thomasine F-R, Sweden

If everyone who reads our reporting, who likes it, helps to support it, our future would be
much more secure.
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