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Qur History

Although founded In 2001, our story goes back nearly 200 yoars to the birth of the dairy Industry in
New Zealand,

From small beginnings, the industry has expanded 1o form one of the worki's largest dairy companies,

The early years: 1800s-1930s
New Zealand's dairy indusiry datos back 1o 1814, when missienary Samuel Marsden brought a bull and two

Maifers Inlo the country. The industry grew steadily, aided by ihe temperate climato

The fiest co-operative chisose company was f(wm1 the Otago Peninsula, Like other co-operatives, it
was established to benefit from the power of pooled @s. By the star of the twentieth century, the majority
of dairy faciories in New Zealand were owned by co-operatives. Numbers rose lo more than 400 by the 1830s.

Meanwhile, dairy co-operatives started selling their products overseas. [t became increasingly difficult for
hundreds of small New Zealand dairy companies to service foreign markets. 3o in 1823 the Government
established the Dairy Export Produce Control Board to control all dairy exports,

Growth and consolidation: 1930s-1960s

The Dairy Board gave farmers power 1o access now markets and earn better returns for their products. As a
result the industry grew and prospered,

Tha industry also bogan fo consolidale. Co-operatives began joining forces 1o become more officient, akled by
improved technologies in transport and refrigeration. These included wholemilk collection by tanker from 1851,
and cooling of mik on-farm, introduced in 1955.

By the 1960s, 400 co-operatives had become 168,

Diversification of markets: 1960s-1990s

From the 1960s, the industry began to diversify both its markets and product ranges. The Dairy Board staried
soeeking rew markets when Britain (Now Zealand's fargest export market} first contemplated joining the
Europear Ecorornic Cotmmuanity.

By the 1980s the Dairy Board had 19 overseas subskfiaries and assockited companies, rising to 80 by 1605,
The New Zealand Dairy Board had become the world's largest dedicated dairy marketing nebwork.

in order to compele successfully oversoas, New Zoaland's dairy co-operatives had to bocoma much moro
efficiont, The industry consolidated further and by 1996 there were only 12 dairy companies,

Diversification of products: 1960s-1990s

At the same time as expanding s overseas markeis, new products were developed to improve returns 1o
farmars. The ndustry developed @ consumer rarkeling infrastructure and created new brands,

Co-operatives shifted their capabilities from butter and cheese - the mainstay of UK exports -« 1o mik powders,
New products included the world's first spreadable butter, developed by New Zealand technologists in 1981,

You can apply for a job at
Fonterra right here.
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Our ingredients: are based on the

most original nutritional beverage
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