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Accession and Coronation

Part Three, the Coronation:

On Wednesday, 6 February 1952, Prncess Elizabeth received the news
of her fathers dealh and her own gccession to the thrones, while slaying in
a remote part of Kenya,

The tour had to be abandoned, and the young Princess flew back to
Britain a8 Queen. She was giested by Prime Minisler Winston Churchili
and other officlals at the airport. ’
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The Coronation teok place in Wastminstar Atibey on 2 Junaglf
a solemn erremony conduciad by Dr Geoffrey Fishes, A ',kp
Canterbury.

Representatives of ine pears, the Commons and all the great public
inlerests in Britain, the Prime Ministers and teading citizens of the other
Commenweallh countries, and representatives of foreign states were

& t

Crowds of people vewed the procession all along the route. despile heawy
rain. Tha ceremony was aiso broadcast on radio ardund the word and, at
The Queen’s feguest, on teledsion for the first Ume.

Talevision brought home to hundreds of thousands of people aound the
Commonwealth the splendour and significance of the Coronation in a way
naver before possible. )

The Coronation was followed by drives theough every part of London, &
review of the fleet al Spithead, and visits (o Scotland, Northemn freland and
Wales,
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