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Evolution of Parliament
Legislative Council

Legislative Council was part of New Zealand’s
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1860s and 1870s, it clashed with the House. Krom
then on, it rarely did more than revise laws frof

the House.

Stacking \Information

From 1857, Governmen

ting Date:
Legislative Council members. They immediately gg{'!! 2006
started ‘stacking’ the Council — filling it with thei
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Parliament over the years

was sometimes constrained by the Legislative
Council appointed by the previous Government.

Conflict with the Liberal
Government

The 1890s brought conflict as the Council resisted the Liberal Government’s la
tried to stack the Council, but the Governor refused its appointments. When Britain\uled in the
Government's favour, the Council became powerless. '

. The Government

The suicide squad
In the 1940s, when the Labour Government stacked the Legislative Council, the National Party argued
for the Council's abolition. When National came to power in 1949, it restacked the Council — tis time
with the ‘suicide squad’. These members would accept a law to end the Council altogether.

On 1 December 1950, the Council members linked arms and sang the National Anthem before leaying
Parliament for the last time. On 1 January 1951, the Council was abolished.
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